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as of Sept. 1 — had received 
bank financing since the zoning 
was approved. In addition, sev- 
eral projects, including the dis- 


bankruptcy. ‘The China ‘trade ADUILING 
building has yet to turn a profit, 
more than five years after it 


was developed by the Bay 


fiIrst-Class 
space on top of a garage is inur 
the typical downtown develop- 
ment. But The Rubin Cos. may 


ORR os aeib, LL, HMO StU, drat a wads wrersee Cases 
uw Ciscds over Emerson's move 
to Lawrence have lifted before ex- 


ploring any purchases, he said. 


s Money woes stall S. End project 


2 | 
~~ 


By RALPH RANALLI 


HE CONDO crisis in Mid- 

town is having a ripple ef- 

fects in the South End, 
where stalled linkage money has 
put the brakes on a project to 
house homeless families. 

As part of the parcel-to-parcel 
linkage plan, the Helen Morton 
Family Center project in the 
South End was to have received 
$5.5 million from the Pavilion 
Corp., officials said, who were de- 
signated developers for a parcel 
in Park Square. 

The money, which represents 
29 percent of the total budget for 
the project, is indefinitely on hold 
while the Pavilion Corp. struggles 
to finance its project, city official 
said last week. 

“The South End piece is in 
good shape and ready to begin as 
soon as we receive the linkage 
money,” said one official, who 
asked not to be identified. “It’s a 
very iffy situtation right now.” 

The project would build 52 un- 
its of market-rate housing, 16 un- 
its for moderate-income persons 
and a 36-unit “transitional hous- 
ing’’ program for homeless 
mothers and their children. 

The program would provide 
the mothers with day care, coun- 
seling and job training, with the 
eventual goal of re-establishing 
them in apartments of their own. 

“This is very important,” said 
Rita Gallo, a longtime South End 
activist and member of the 
center's advisory board. “There 
are a lot of women and children 
out there who need help. Transi- 


Developers get day-care preview 


OSTON Redevelopment Authority officials 

last week showed off the new City Hall day- 

care center to a captive audience: Midtown 
developers who are required to add day care to 
their projects. 

A half-dozen major developers were on hand for 
the unveiling of the new center. Several, including 
skeptics like Abbey Group partner David Epstein, 
were reportedly impressed. 

“It was the kind of environment that would be 
something we would like to emulate,” said Epstein, 
whose company is developing a office building at 45 


Epstein, who said he is now “excited” about the 
day-care component of his project, nevertheless 
added that some developers are bound to resist the 
city’s move toward zoning day-care into big pro- 
jects. 

“That is because it is very expensive,” Epstein 
said. “It puts a real burden ... on the developer.” 

“Some people are just up against the wall,” he 
added. “But it's important also that developers rec- 
ognize that day care can be an asset to their own 
development, that it allows them to provide an 
amenity that another building can’t provide.” 


Provence St. “They did a terrific job.” 

The message to the developers at the meeting 
was clear, BRA Midtown Director Kristin McCor- 
mack said: If the city can do it, then so can you. 

“One of the many reasons the mayor wanted to 
build [the day-care center] at City Hall was to set an 
example,” McCormack said. “The mayor felt it was 
important to set a standard, to show the developers 
we're willing to do no less than what we're asking 


them to do.” 


tional housing is important.” 

“There is some frustration,” 
Gallo said. “There is always frus- 
tration to some degree when 
something like this happens. 
We're still very optimistic.” 

With the linkage money un- 
certain, officials said they are 
considering turning to “alternate 
sources” of financing for the pro- 


space. 


station.” 


ject. One official said the idea of 
“de-linking” the center from the 
Pavilion project is even being 
considered. 

“We may be better off on our 
own,” one member of the center's 
board of directors said. ‘We could 
take out a mortgage on the par- 
cel, but we do not know how rea- 


Housing plan runs afoul 


From preceding page 


Elliott & Co. Inc., has been work- 
ing to find a buyer for 150 Boyl- 
ston St., one of the three parcels in 
the project. Michael Ryan, a vice- 
president of Ryan Elliott, said a 
couple of buyers are interested in 


moe reed 


litigation would be filed soon over 
the failed attempt to buy the city- 
owned parcel, held by the George 
White Fund, a city-administered 
trust. Joseph Mulligan Jr., city 
corporation counsel, refused to 
comment on the matter. 


Fae ee I ee ee m+ 


ee 


Though day care is at a premium for working 
parents, Epstein said, he doubts that developers will 
be able to charge tenants a premium for it and 
recover some of the money they will lose in rentable 


“Today's market is just too competitive,” he said. 
“People are not going to be willing to pay a pre- 
mium for it. Instead, it will just be a bonus, like 
having good location or being next to a subway . 


— RALPH RANALLI 


listic that is yet.” ‘ 

Luckily, officials said, few of 
the construction funds for the pro- 
ject are coming from state pro- 
grams, which are being crippled 
by budget cuts. Some of the $1.5 
million for the center's programs, 
however, was to come from state 
money, which may be in jeop- 
ardy, officials said. 


of economy 


site next to the Four Seasons. 
The BRA’'s kit announcing the 
competition to develop the site 


. emphasized the building of more 


homes and boosting the number 
of residents in Midtown as a top 
agency goal for the project. 


Borlior thio woor tha somno, 


and exterior of ail 
equipment, container, 
refrigerators. 

@ Franklin Hous 
Kneeland, St.: Hez 
scheduled concer 
cleaning the entire 
and sealing all wooc 
faces in the food prep 
cleaning the walls a 
the sink and the floor 


‘the sink; maintaining 


of the use of chemica 
tizer for the sink; pro: 
hand cleanser dis} 
and sanitary hand c¢ 
towels for the handwz 
cility; properly st 
clean utensils; prc 
storing cleaning € 
ment; providing cov 
refuse container; cl 
the floor, walls, c 
shelves and fan gu: 
the walk-in cooler; «¢ 
ing food products c 
floor of the walk-in « 
providing thermome 
refrigerator; cleanil 
terior of refrigerato 
viding covered cont 
for open food prc 
cleaning the stairw 
the storage baseme 
moving unused an 
necessary items fro 
basement; elevating 
products off the floor 
basement; cleaning ' 
tire basement floor; 
ing the floor and w 
the employee rest 
and providing a c 
waste receptacle the 

@ Four Seas Restat 
Tyler St.: Hearing to 
a nuisance” schedul: 
cerning: keeping th 
alley adjacent to tt 
mises free and clea) 
debris; and prov 
proper storage of 
products. 

@ Mattco’s Restaur: 
Hanover St.: He 
scheduled for Mond: 
cerning: repairing 
the kitchen wall an 
ing open wood are 
placing badly da 
cutting boards; pr 
lightshields for 
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